THE TRUMP PRESIDENCY
A MORE SECURE WORLD?
Philip Ingram MBE
In November 2015, the Economist Intelligence Unit had a Trump Presidency as number 6 in its top 10 global risks. Now that it will
become a reality, what are the risks and how are these likely to impact not just on global security but the global security market? Philip
Ingram from Security News Desk investigates.
The Economist Intelligence Unit’s predictions focus on economic
slumps, terrorism, national expansionism, political populism and
instabilities in trading blocks, mentioning the EU specifically. These
events seem to be a constant in the main stream international press
and it is clear we remain in a time of global uncertainty; the shock
of the Trump victory and his emerging administration, combined
with what could happen in upcoming polls and elections across
Europe, is just adding to that.

Chamber of Deputies and Senate. If Renzi loses (and the polls put
him behind) he has said, he will step down.”

Uncertainty is never good politically but the greatest impact is on
the stability of the financial markets and then the way they then
add to wider political angst. The management of that uncertainty
by global leaders is what maintains stability; but who will the global
leaders be in 12 months’ time?
Donald Trump’s winning acceptance speech talked of reaching
out not just across the USA but the globe, and this offering of a
message of cooperation and friendship to all nations should have
gone some way to alleviating the rhetoric of a bruising campaign.
However, as his cabinet becomes clearer with new appointments
his hard-line stance seems to becoming entrenched; the question is
if his speech was just more campaign rhetoric?
Bob Rose former Director Security of ADS Group said to Ingram,
“There is no doubt that there will be an initial period of uncertainty.
His comments on NATO and bolstering the US military services will
in itself cause concern around the globe.”

“The resulting media reporting and the unrest already seen across
some states in the US have indicated that there already is a certain
amount of instability, however only time will tell how his policies
and the way they are implemented will determine if we will see a
more or less stable world.”
Chris Phillips, Managing Director, International Protect and Prepare
Security Office (IPPSO) also said, “his words during the election
have been music to the ears of Radical Islamists around the world.
They seek to create division. I’m not sure his actions will match his
rhetoric but a lot of damage has already been done.”
James Abernethy, a geostrategic analyst who worked for the UK
government told Philip Ingram, “The uncertainty at a strategic level
will continue to cause political and therefore market instability. Until
the markets feel they understand where US international politics is
likely to go then it is probable that there will be delays in many large
global long term investment decisions.”

“That instability will get tested again in early December with
a rerun of the second part of the Austrian Presidential
election. Austria could see a nationalist right wing
president! Additionally, there is a constitutional
referendum in Italy called by its Prime Minister
Matteo Renzi who is looking for changes to
the balance of power between the country’s

“The outcome of these polls will be closely watched by the French
and German electorates both of whom have presidential elections
in 2017. There is a feeling with Brexit and Trump that there could
be the anti-establishment equivalent of the Arab Spring happening,
a sort of “isolationist revolution” as some are calling it, given the
reaction to election results after the fact.”
“Should that “isolationist revolution” result in Marie Le Penn being
elected in France and Angela Markel being ousted in Germany who
will lead a post Brexit EU? Meanwhile President Putin continues
to show off his re-found strategic capabilities and his increasing
military and cyber global power projection abilities whilst President
Xi Jinping quietly develops China’s foreign influence economically,
in cyber space and regionally in the disputed Spratly and Paracel
Islands. These, combined with the ever-present threat of extremist
terrorism are the greatest dangers to global stability.”
At the launch of the UK Security Expo at the House of Commons
on Monday 11 April Admiral Lord West, Baron West of Spithead
told Philip Ingram of his views. These, commenting on Brexit
pre-referendum and pre-Trump election, give a good summary to
today’s position, “I do believe there will be issues with the security
of our nation through Brexit. And the reason is not because it will
make a difference to defence, because NATO is the key thing but I
think Europe is very flaky and I think there is a real risk of bits of
Europe breaking off. When Europe breaks up it does not help the
security of our nation because twice in the last hundred years we
have had to go and fight and lose a huge number of men because
it has broken up and gone into chaos. I do fear if we left it, it could
break up and if it breaks up that will not help our security.”
So, outside the geopolitical uncertainties what will this mean for
the Security Industry? One thing is clear in times of uncertainty,
concerns for security grow and individuals and enterprises look
to the security industry for advice and methods of reducing risk
caused by security incidents.

to push its foreign policy abroad in increasingly aggressive ways –
involving propaganda, espionage, subversion and cyber-attacks.”
The Russian authorities continue to deny any involvement.

Rose commented, “The President elect stated that he was going to
concentrate on the US economy and support US company growth.
That will almost certainly in my view have an impact on UK Security
companies who are trying to do business in the US.”
Commenting on the impact on US domestic security Phillips said,
“We have entered a new phase where people refuse to accept
democratic decisions. I think this is a dangerous trend and is made
worse by social media and a need for 24 hour news coverage. This
is a big issue for society. As the Rolling Stones once said, “you can’t
always get what you want”. Any Muslim extremists who have been
touting anti-US rhetoric up until now, will have gained momentum
from Trump’s speeches. Some of those will already be in the US.
Rose aded, “As we have already witnessed there has been some
unrest and disturbances. The result was a close one therefore the
country is divided. However, history has shown that the states do
pull together and support their Commander in Chief. Let’s hope
that is the case.”

The Russians are not alone in being accused of state sponsored
cyber warfare, quoted in the IBTimes, a recent attack on the
Australian Bureau of Meteorology was confirmed by Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull where he suggested the attackers may have
been going after defence secrets in departments like the Australian
Geospatial-Intelligence Organisation and the Jindalee Operational
Radar Network.

The uncertainty will likely lead to greater criminal activity and
therefore an increase in measures needed to counteract that, i.e.
increased security. The physical security market will depend very
much on capital projects and any delays through wider geopolitical
uncertainty will likely influence this market.
Investment in capital projects will have an impact on the wider
physical security market but the issue of the price of security
products will continue to affect manufacturers and service
providers. Many of the components and finished products
are traded across the globe in US dollars and large security
programmes are not cheap so those making investment decisions
need to have stability in global currencies. It is also critical for
manufacturers, so that they can ensure consistency of their
increasingly squeezed profit margins.

Former CIA head Michael Hayden was more direct and blamed
China. He said China’s aim in targeting Australia appeared to be
primarily focused on “the theft of information, and really by and
large the theft of information for commercial profit”, activities
which he said go beyond acceptable state-on-state espionage. The
Russians and Chinese are not alone in being accused of state on
state cyber-attacks.
The one thing we can conclude about the Trump victory Ingram
said, is that until his new administration outlines its real policies in
greater detail and differentiates these from the campaign rhetoric
that still circulates in the global press, we remain in a period of
uncertainty summed up well by Donald Rumsfeld in his often
quoted response to a question in a 2002 US Department of Defence
briefing when he said, “…as we know, there are known knowns;
there are things we know we know. We also know there are known
unknowns; that is to say we know there are some things we do not
know. But there are also unknown unknowns – the ones we don’t
know we don’t know… ”

However, one market that is likely to grow will be cyber security.
The World Economic Forum and Business Continuity Institute see
cyber as a major business risk now, and cybersecurity has become
a top priority, both for business leaders, and for governments and
law enforcement across the globe.

“The threat of cyber operations can be used to exert influence;
gauge an adversaries risk appetite; allow for psychological
operations, all with a degree of plausible deniability. In short, it can
be used as a form of ‘muscular diplomacy’, occupying the middle
ground between military posturing and sabre-rattling rhetoric,”
Guy O’Donnell from Protection Group International (PGI) told Philip
Ingram. This is something exploited to huge effect by the United
Cyber Caliphate, the digital arm of ISIS.
Andrew Parker, head of MI5 in an interview with the Guardian
newspaper on 1st November openly accused Russia of this when
he said, “Russia is using its whole range of state organs and powers

Comparing Trumps rhetoric to his policies we have a lot of unknown
unknowns and Rose said, indeed in the wake of Brexit and now
the US Presidential elections there is certainly more uncertainty,”
Phillips concluded “Events will happen. I just hope that President
Trump is up to the incredibly hard task ahead. He will be spinning a
lot of plates.” It is clear the UK Security Show comes at the perfect
time to get a greater understanding of these!
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